Chapter XVII
THE   INFLUENCE   OF   MANNERS   AND   RELIGION   UPON
DEMOCRATIC   INSTITUTIONS   IN   THE   UNITED   STATES
1 HAVE previously remarked that the manners of the
"people may be considered as one of the general
causes to which the maintenance of a democratic
republic in the United States is attributable. I here
used the word manners with the meaning which the
ancients attached to the word mores ; for I apply it
not only to manners in their proper sense of what
constitutes the character of social intercourse, but I
extend it to the various notions and opinions current
among men, and to the mass of those ideas which
constitute their character of mind. I comprise,
therefore, under this term the whole moral and
intellectual condition of a people. My intention is
not to draw a picture of American manners, but
simply to point out such features of them as are
favourable to the maintenance of political institutions.
Every religion is to be found in juxtaposition to
a political opinion which is connected with it by
affinity. If the human mind be left to follow its own
bent, it will regulate the temporal and spiritual
institutions of society upon one uniform principle ;
and man will endeavour, if I may use the expression,
to harmonize the state in which he lives upon earth
with the state \vhich he believes to await him in
heaven. The greatest part of British America was
peopled by men who, after having shaken off the
authority of the Pope, acknowledged no other religious
^supremacy ; they brought with them into the New
World a form of Christianity \vhich I cannot better
describe than by styling it a democratic and repub-
lican religion. This sect contributed powerfully to
the establishment of a democracy and a republic, and
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